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MINUTES

Discussion: UFC Offers 2015 — 2016

The BC ELN Steering Committee met to discuss how to proceed with the competing offers from
EBSCO and ProQuest for the Undergraduate Foundation Collection (UFC). Each vendor has put
forward three-year offers: EBSCO for Academic Search and Business Source at the Complete
level, and ProQuest for their ProQuest Central bundle.

Discussion focused on the following key questions:

* Is there enough time for due diligence in assessing the content differences?

* Is there enough time to assess the potential unforeseen costs? (e.g. loss of discount on
other products, cost of technical changes within the institutions, etc.)

* |s there enough time to change over to a new product by June 1st?

* Are there any other factors that need to be considered?

Recommendation

The Steering Committee voted unanimously to endorse the following recommendation:



The Steering Committee recommends focusing our efforts on finalizing the EBSCO offer
for Academic Search and Business Source Complete, as there is insufficient time to
move forward with the ProQuest Central Offer for a June 1 start. Given the interest
expressed by partner libraries in the ProQuest offer, BC ELN should seek a renewal with
EBSCO for a term of no longer than two years.

The Steering Committee commended the BC ELN Office for its work on enabling communication
and providing information about these offers. They also commended the institutions that shared
their analyses with the other partner libraries via the information page.



